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Commissioner For Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

On December 29, 2006, the Examiner presented a Notice of Allowance in 
connection with the above-identified U.S. patent application. With an accompanying 
Notice of Allowability, the Examiner provided a reasons for allowance which outlined 
certain claim limitations and indicated that claims 1-17 were allowed over the prior art of 
record based on these limitations. However, allowed independent claims 1, 4 and 9 have 
different overall limitations. As the outlined claim limitations are considered to more 
closely track claim 1, these comments are being submitted. In any case, in addition to the 
distinctions raised by the Examiner, the overall limitations of claims 4 and 9 are 
distinguishing for at least the reasons of record. For instance, the Applicant submits that 
none of the prior art teaches a shield member that is mounted for pivotable movement 
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relative to the housing between a shielding position and a loading position as required by 
independent claim 4, or a shield member extending across at least a portion of the 
dispensing assembly directly adjacent the lid and providing the lid with unobstructed 
movement between closed and dispensing positions as required by claim 9. 
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Sir: 



The below identified communication(s) or document(s) is(are) submitted in the above application or proceeding: 



n Advance Order for Patent Copies: 
r~1 Priority Document 

n Formal Drawings ( sheets) 
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I Issue Fee Transmittal 
I Check in the Amount of $1,700.00 
I Change of Correspondence Address 
I Fee Address Indication 



Please debit or credit Deposit Account Number 04-1075 for any deficiency or surplus in connection with this 
communication. A duplicate copy of this sheet is provided for use by the Deposit Account Branch. 



Respea^lly submitted, 
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iverett G. Diederiks, Jr. 
Attorney for Applicant 
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